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A Word From Tim Downs - January 2012 Hee 


It's a Global Commitment 
Dear Friends, 


When you receive this letter, | will be in Thailand participating in our Southeast 
Conference Global Theological Education program. Many of you are aware that at our 
2011 Annual Meeting, we voted to become a Global Mission Conference. We witness 
to this through partnership of the Pleasant Hill Community UCC with a church in Cuba 
and an ambulance sent to Honduras by the United 
Church of Huntsville; through our ongoing 
relationship with the Institute for the Study of Religion 
Culture and Peace of Payap University in Thailand; 
and through a recent trip this summer of a Southeast 
Conference group to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo; and through the many other ways the SEC 
demonstrates its global commitment. 


Re oer 


We have heard of globalization as it applies to 
economics. Our conference is living out the 
globalization of the church through our ministry. When we speak of globalization in the 
context of the church, we are speaking of a different way of doing mission. Ours is not 
the mission of the 19th century, to promote a culturally bound Gospel to redeem the 
“heathen,” often while functioning in cooperation with colonialists or western economic 
interests. It is instead a mission that is engaged in partnership with churches that we 
have been in ministry for up to centuries. When we go to other countries, we go at the 
invitation of our local partners. What ministry we bring, we bring in collaboration with 
them. Whether in refugee or disaster relief, or building churches, hospitals or schools, 


our efforts are led by local leadership. In a world where the most rapidly growing 
churches are in the Southern Hemisphere, we are beginning to recognize that those 
who were once taught by our forebears now have much to teach us. | for one look 
forward to being in Thailand to learn, and to listen to those of our faith and other faiths. 


Peace, 


Tim Downs 
Timothy C. Downs 
Conference Minister 
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UCC History and Polity Courses 


Facilitators: Tim Downs, Teaching Assistant: Leah Lyman Barner, IT Support: Gregg 
Carlson 


The purpose of this course is to explore the history, polity, theologies, and practices of 
the United Church of Christ and its predecessor denominations. The course will 
include exploration of current ecumenical conversations, denominational identity, 
African-American traditions within the UCC, case studies around current issues of 
polity and structure, justice and witness, emerging trends within the United Church of 
Christ, and more. This course will fulfill the history and polity requirement for ordination 
or privilege of call in the UCC. 


The Winter, 2012 offering of the course “The History, Polity and Practices of the United 
Church of Christ”, will be a hybrid distance learning course, with regular webinars 
available for interaction among participants and facilitators, face to face meetings will 
be made available as well as on-line engagement. 


2012 Winter Course: Tim Downs will lead participants through a twelve-week 
course on the history, polity, theologies and practices of the present UCC and its 
predecessor denominations. 

Register today. 


m The course can be audited by signing through the Center for Progressive Renewal. 
m Registration for the History and Polity Class Registration is sponsored through The 
Center for Progressive Renewal 


For additional information follow this link. If you have further questions you may email 


Tim Downs, SEC Conference Minister, directly . 


>> Click here for History and Polity Resources. 
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News From Our Local Churches - January 2012 ASB 


Holy Trinity Community Church Responds 

In Cheatham County, TN near Nashville, a young man recently committed suicide. 
He was harassed and bullied because he was gay. No churches in the county 
would stand by his family, and no pastor would be a part of his funeral. Rev. 
Cynthia Andrews-Looper of Holy 
Trinity Community UCC 
responded to officiate at the 
funeral and provide pastoral 
support to those who have been 
hurt by this tragedy. She wrote 
following the service, “I’ve been 
amazed at the disconnect 
between the faith communities 
and the brokenness in 
Cheatham County ...The 
churches... are extremely condemning of all who have ‘sinned.’ From divorce to 
teen pregnancy, to gay teens and addiction, there is little or no spiritual support for 
these hurting people. It is not a safe place for people of color, either. (I have 


received a generous response of appreciation from many for my presence.) 
Prayers for our protection would be greatly appreciated. | am aware that it is not 
the safest place for gay people ... or women pastors.” We are deeply grateful for 
the ministry of Holy Trinity Community UCC in the midst of great brokenness and 
injustice. 


Pleasant Hill Installs Cross, Crown and Orb 
A blustery cold wintry day did not prevent members and friends of the church from 


watching the raising of the cross 
to the top of the tower on its 
expanded building. As the 
construction workers lifted the 
symbol of their faith to the top of 
the tower, more than 75 raised 
their voices to sing, "Lift High 
the Cross." Just after the cross 
was securely fastened down, 
the sun broke through the 
clouds and gave its blessing on the proceedings. 


Follow this link to the Crossville Chronicle Newspaper to read their article on the 
Pleasant Hill Church renovation in total. 
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Rush Memorial Counts Cans for Hosea 
During the UCC Mission:1 campaign Rush 
Memorial, Atlanta, GA, stepped up to the 
challenge and provided 221 can goods to 
the Hosea Feed the Hungry program in 
Georgia. Pastor Lawrence Calbert, Sr. was 
extremely proud of the food baskets 
prepared by his members. 


Follow this link 
to the UCC 
website to 
review the 
posted tallies 


from the UCC Mission:1 event. 


Santa's Workshop 

Church of the Savior, Knoxville, TN., 
celebrated the Christmas season with a 
Santa's Workshop party for the children. 
There were arts and crafts, sweets and 
fun times for all. 


World AIDS Day Service 

On Thursday, December 1, 2011, Safe Harbor Family Church, a congregation of 
the United Church of Christ, had the honor of hosting the community-wide World 
Aids Day Service. Thirty years after the first AIDS diagnosis, Safe Harbor 
displayed ten of the AIDS Memorial Quilt blocks in memory of souls passed on 
after a life of battling AIDS. Multiple congregations throughout central Mississippi 
were invited to attend the event, resulting in an interdenominational congregation 
of members 
and ministers 
from ten 
churches, 
including St. 
James 
Episcopal 
Church, 
Galloway 
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United 
Methodist, 


Broadmeadow United Methodist, Wells United Methodist, Anderson United 
Methodist, Tougaloo College Chapel (UCC), St. Andrew's Episcopal Cathedral, St. 
Philip's Episcopal Church, Fondren Presbyterian, and, of course, Safe Harbor 
Family Church (UCC). 


During the service, ministers from each church spoke in honor of those living with 


AIDS and in memory of those passed on. A list was 
read aloud of the names of victims of AIDS, and the 
congregation was invited to rise and extend the list by . 
speaking the name of family and friends currently ¢ 
living with or those who valiantly fought and have died ce 
with AIDS. Ministers encouraged the congregation & 
with inspirational stories, quotes, and poetry; and a 
special performance of the song, “The Warrior is a 
Child,” emphasized the reality of living a life of faith in 
the midst of trial. All in attendance were invited to 
view the AIDS Memorial Quilts after the service to 
conclude the evening with a final memorial. 
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Lifting Up . . . January 2012 


We mourn the death of Winston Clark, minister of Lanett Congregational 
Christian Church more than 20 years ago. During his ministry he served at a 
church in the South Alabama/Northwest Florida Association of the Southeast 
Conference. He also served congregations in Florida, Maine and Hawaii during his 
years of service. Recently he was an active volunteer for Habitat for Humanity in 
Newnan, GA. His funeral was held in Portland, Maine and a memorial service was 
observed by the Lanett Congregational Christian Church on December 12. 


It is with precious memories and great sadness that we inform you of the death of 
Mrs. Warren Blankenhorn on January 9. She was the wife of Rev. Warren A. 
Blankenhorn and an active member in both the EAL-WGA and GA-SC 
Associations. Evelyn will be remembered as a steady worker in many of our SEC 
gatherings. She also worked diligently in the kitchen at youth camps on the Florida 
coast and with so many other organizations. Follow this link to read more about 
Evelyn and to sign her guest book. 


Pray for Safe Journey 

Six seminary students from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, PA joined 6 members from SEC 
churches and 3 members of the conference staff on the 
2012 Global Theological Education excursion in Thailand. 
They will be traveling from January 4 thru January 21. 
Please keep our 15 travelers in prayer as they journey 
throughout Thailand. 

Pray for a safe excursion and an eventful visit. 


Participants from the 6 churches include: 

Yelanda Collins | Community Congregational Church, Montgomery, AL; 
Angela Balfour Franklin | First Congregational Church, Birmingham, AL; 
Marcia Free | Church of the Savior, Knoxville, TN; 

Carrole Moss | Victory for the World, UCC, Stone Mountain, GA; 

Debra Spearman | Central Congregational Church, Atlanta, GA 
Barbara Sullivan | Victory for the World, UCC, Stone Mountain, GA. 


Conference staff members include: 

Kathy Clark | Associate Conference Minister; 
Tim Downs | Conference Minister; 

Sarah Kim | Associate Minister for TAP. 


Follow this link for information from earlier trips. 
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Mapsot Dow Chushes Kirkwood United Church of Christ Sw 
Church Planting 101 In starting Kirkwood UCC Rev. Susannah Davis took a leap of faith. As a successful and highly respected UMC pastor 


iGammaCennesions:. known for her talent in revitalizing churches, Rev. Davis had enjoyed years of serving in fulfilling, transformational 
ministries in the Atlanta area. Rev. Davis heard God calling her to a new adventure in church planting. If this were not 


Center for Progressive Renewal enough, she then learned of “this crazy, amazing church” called the United Church of Christ. A vision was born. 


Rev. Davis met with Rev. Dr. Timothy Downs, Conference Minister, and Rev. Cameron Trimble, former Associate 
“Treten Resources Conference Minister for Church Development, in the Southeast Conference office and told them that she had a dream 
spcenrrearnennacnarevarnectaceaie of starting a church in Kirkwood, GA. She wanted this church to be deeply steeped in the values and identity of the 
United Church of Christ, a church which she understood to be committed to social justice, equality and radical 
hospitality. “Kirkwood needs the United Church of Christ, and the United Church of Christ needs the people of 
SECUCC eNewsletter Kirkwood,” said Rev. Davis. 
Sign up for SECUCC 


Email Newsletter 
CL IG old, historic Kirkwood, just outside of the city of Atlanta. The coffee shop provides 
a natural connection to the community and a place to gather for worship, bible 


study and community activities. The coffee shop, named Gathering Grounds, 
would become the hub of the Kirkwood community, and Kirkwood United Church 
of Christ would be an extension of this gathering. Talk about an exciting vision! 


The church would start out of a coffee shop she bought located in the heart of 


Southeast Conference FAQ’s 


After completing extensive assessments and receiving the blessing of the SEC 
Board of Directors, Kirkwood United Church of Christ was born. Susannah had over 50 people in her first worship 
service, and participation has remained strong since then. This new church community has contributed in building 
Habitat houses, held Easter sunrise services and egg hunts in a local park and hosted a booth at the annual Kirkwood 
community festival. Rev. Davis says, “I know that | have been called to serve, and | know that God expects me to be 
authentic, to be the person that God has created me to be. | believe that in and through the faithful denomination of the 
United Church of Christ, God is making a way. That is who God is. God is always making a way for us to draw closer, 
to share compassion and love with our sisters and brothers.” 


Kirkwood United Church of Christ is making a way for many people in Kirkwood to connect to our God of radical 


welcome. If you would like to learn more about Kirkwood UCC or contact Rev. Susannah Davis, go to 
http://www.kirkwooducc.com. 
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Welcome to Our Newest Church! 


On November 
20, Kirkwood 
United Church 
of Christ was 
officially received 
asa 
congregation 
with full standing 
into the United 
Church of Christ. 
About 150 
people from 
across the 
Georgia-South 
Carolina 


Association 
gathered at the 5:00 pm service of reception, where Conference Minster Tim 
Downs represented the conference and association. We welcomed Ben Guess, 
Executive Minister of Local Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ, as 


preacher and as a participant in the service of 
reception. The congregation of 50 to 70 serves the 
Kirkwood neighborhood of Atlanta and beyond. 
Pastor Susannah Davis says of the church, “We 
are a church for others, called to serve the 
community around us. We are a church of 
welcome to all.” The church is a dynamic presence 
in the Kirkwood Neighborhood and the surrounding 
community, supporting programs for the hungry, 
addressing issues of gentrification, and more. The 
congregation is supporting nine members in 
discernment for ordained ministry, an incredible 
commitment to the future leadership of the church. 
Pastor Davis serves on the Board of Directors of Local Church Ministries of the 
UCC, and on the Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference. 
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Kirkwood in the Beginning 
Link here to read about 
Kirkwood's cafe start. 


=, Kirkwood and its outreach 
into the community. 
Kirkwood UCC took on the 
Mission:1 challenge with 
passion, outreach, education 
and on a dare. They decided to 
add an extra Soup Saturday 
meal during Mission:1, to the church's twice monthly community meal. "It's a 
chance for us to meet people from our neighborhood." 

Link here to read about the Mission:1 challenge. 


Follow this link to the Kirkwood UCC website. 
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Feature Focus Conference News - January 2012 HSB 
Celebrate Disaster Relief | How Can You Help? 


Registration is Open for Volunteers in 2012 Long-Term Disaster Recovery, Birmingham, AL. At the end of April 


Conf N 
Dp Ce eee 2011, tornadoes struck in Alabama and several other southern states. Long-Term Recovery has just begun. 


“LocalChurchNews Read on to see how you may be of assistance to those in need. 
Lifting Up... 
“NEWS Archives ttt” 2011 Reflections: Debbie Spearman 
seeenercnenennacnseatniarcrar rien Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives Update 
SEC News Resources Happy New Year to all in the Southeast Conference! As | anticipate a wonderful new year of God's abundance in 


all our lives, | am grateful for everything that God has SEC Conference Campaigngiven to us this past year in the 
Southeast Conference. 


SECUCE ebewsloter Happy New Year to all in the Southeast Conference! As | anticipate a wonderful new year of God's abundance in 
Sign up for SECUCC all our lives, | am grateful for everything that God has SEC Conference Campaigngiven to us this past year in the 
Email Newsletter Southeast Conference. 
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Here are some of the “Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives” 
campaign highlights from this past year. 


Southeast Conference FAQ's m@ Two additional churches pledged their financial commitments to the 


Who is the SEC? campaign. 


Transforming Churches + Transforming Lives 


Who is the UCC? 


- Midway Congregational United Church of Christ. 


- Rush Memorial Congregational United Church of Christ. 


Ministries are Available? 


m We now have 21 churches that have made a pledge to the campaign. 
Is Training Available? 


lm Total pledges to the campaign to date are $508,000. 


m We have two churches, Charleston Circular and Holy Trinity Nashville, who are in the middle of their 
campaigns. 


At least three more churches will announce their support in 2012. 


Blessings abound in the Southeast Conference United Church of Christ! 
Thank you to all churches in our conference for your support and your prayers. 


Bicycle Ride for the Congo 

A bicycle ride has been scheduled for this spring to raise funds for the Congo. The ride will conclude with a 
celebration at Tougaloo College. We invite cycling enthusiasts across the SEC to join us for this event. 
Download event flyer and registration information. 
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The Southeast Conference prepares to close the 2011 books January 17 


We are alerting all the Conference will close its books for 2011 on January 17, 2012. 


If you wish to submit offerings and OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission) 
Basic Support to be recorded in 2011, we need to receive your payment 
in the Conference office by next Tuesday. Contact Gerri in the SEC 


offices for further information. 


>>Link here for making online donations. 


History and Polity UCC 
What are You Doing this Winter? 


Tim Downs will lead participants through a twelve week course on the 
history, polity, theologies and practices of the present UCC and its 


predecessor denominations. 


February 08, 2012 - May 09, 2012 


Successful completion of this course will fulfill the history and polity 
requirement for privilege of call and authorized ministry in the UCC in many 


associations and conferences. 


>>Link here for more information and registration. 
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Feature Focus HSB 
Celebrate We are pleased to announce that Charmaine Johnson, a student at Candler School of Theology, has been 


eons i asked to serve as the Cannon Chapel preacher for the month of January by the homiletics faculty of the 
te as seminary. Charmaine is a member of Victory for the World UCC, Stone Mountain, GA. 
Local Church News 
Lifting Up... 
NEWS Cries The Rev. Dwight D. Andrews, senior pastor at First Congregational UCC in Atlanta, will be among six guests 
g honored Feb. 28 at the Day1 annual benefit for the Alliance for Christian Media 
and the Day1 ministry at the Piedmont Driving Club in Atlanta. 


SEC News Resources 


The event will recognize Atlanta-area leaders well known for their commitment 
SECUCC eNewsletter 


Sign up for SECUCC 
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to the good of the community but who may not have been recognized for their 
deep commitment to their church and the religious community. 


Andrews, an associate professor of music at Emory University in Atlanta, has 
lectured extensively throughout the United States. A native of Detroit, he earned 
his bachelor's and master's degrees in music from the University of Michigan. 
Andrews earned a master's of divinity from Yale in 1977 and was ordained by 
gel the UCC in 1978. 


Southeast Conference FAQ’s 


>>Follow this link to read the full article provided by UCC News. 
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